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fer “correction’

PROMISE Assure students of rectifying marking errors even if answer scripts are revealed late

Charu Sudan Kasturi

mchary kasturi®hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHE The Indian Institutes
of Technology (ITTs) have prom-
ised to rectify any marking error
that emerges from disclosed
answersheets of students
appearing for Sunday’s Joint
Entrance Examination (JEE) —
irrespective of when students
are allowed to see the sheets.
The assurance comes amid
concerns over the failure of the
1ITs to state when they will ful-
fil their promise of placing online
scanned answer sheets of the

think these concerns are
unnecessary. If there is an
error...it will be addressed

SANJAY DHANDE
IIT-Kanpur director

for the Sunday’s test.

“I think these concerns are
unnecessary, If there is an error
in marking identified on the
basis of the scanned answer
scripts placed online at any
stage, it will be addressed and
justice will be provided,” Sanjay
Dhande, director of IIT Kanpur,
in-charge of organising the JEE

this year, told Hindustan Times.

“The organising chairmen of
the IITs will decide once
the JEE is over when the scripts
will be made publie, and I
will announce the date imme-
diately”

HT was the first to report —
on March 26 — the dramatic
admissions reform that will for
the first time allow students to
see their Optical Response
Sheets (ORS) and compare
them with the correct answers.

On March 27, Dhande
announced the reforms publicly.
But in a press statement earli-
er this week, the IITs said cor-

rect answers would be made
public only on May 15 and the
scanned ORSs made public only
“after May 25" — the date when
results are announced. Online
counseling for the IITs begins
on May 30.

The failure of the ITTs to spec-
ify a date for making public the
answer scripts has triggered
concerns that the ORS may be
placed online only after May 30
— when counselling starts —
or even later.

The concerns revolve around
fears that the [ITs may at that
stage claim it is too late to cor-
rect errors they made.

MATTER OF CONCERN -

# The HTs have failed to stats
when they will fulfil their prom-
ise of placing online scanned
answer sheets of the 4.85 lakh
students, who are appearing for
the Sunday’s JEE test .
= Students fear that the Optical
Response Sheets (ORSs) may
be place online after the date of
counselling or even later,

= The concerns revolve around
faars that the [ITs may at that
stage claim it is too late to cor-
rect errors they made.

4.85Aakh students appearing

Aarti Dhar

NEW DELHL Having given up
the hope of an early creation
of the proposed of National
Commission for Higher Edu-
cation and Research
(NCHER), Union Human Re-
source Development Minis-
try has initiated the process
of appointing a chairperson
for the University Grants
Commission (UGC). The
charge is being held, at pre-
sent, by the vice-chairperson
Ved Prakash as per the UGC
Act, 1956, .
The post had not been fille
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HRD Ministry initiates process of
appointing UGC chairperson

up after the term of Prof. Suk-
hadeo Thorat ended in Feb-
ruary with the hope that the
Higher Education and Re-
search Bill would be at least
tabled, if not passed in the
budget session of Parliament.
The Bill envisages creation of
the NCHER, an overarching
regulatory body that would
subsume all existing regula-
tory bodies including the
UGC and the All India Coun-
cil for Technical' Education
(AICTE).

The Ministry has begun the
process of appointing a
search committee to select a

chairperson for the UGC. The
proposed committee includes
astrophysicist Jayant Narli-
kar, Srinath Reddy, president
of the Public Health Founda-
tion of India and two academ-
icians as members.’

Delayed

Under the UGC Act, 1956,
the process of searching for a
new chairperson should have
begun much before the in-
cumbent’s term ends but the
Ministry chose not to do as it
intended to introduce the
Higher Education and Re-
search Bill, 2011 in Parlia-

ment in the budget session.
While the entire winter ses-
sion was washed out over 26
spectrum controversy, the
Bill could not be introduced
in the budget session either
because of the ongoing turf
war between the Ministries of
Human Resource Develop-
ment and the Health and
Family Welfare on the juris-
diction of medical education.
Despite several attempts at
the level of the Prime Minis-
ter’s Office to arrive at a com-
promise between the
Ministries, the issue remains
unresolved.
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IT'T-M think tank
to study China &
its global impact

TIMES NEWS NETWORK

Chennai: Through its latest ini-
tiative, the Indian Insiifuie of
Technology-Madras plans o ad-
vise the Indian government on
iis China policy, especially in
sirafegic negotiations.

At the launch of the HT-
Madras China Siudy Cenireon
¥riday; cenire coordinator Soni-
ka Gupta said, “We want io un-
derstand China and its impact
on the current global order.”

The idea of seiting up the
cenire began in 2008 — the gold-
en jubiles year of H'T"M — when
the instituie’s board of gover-
nors analysed what {IT-M had
done right and where progress
was required.

“We wanied io do something
moere with the humanities de-
pariment. We found that we
knew liftle about China, and
our perceptions were hased cn
what came in Wesiern papers.
{One of our German professors
alsosaid that Chinese is one of
the three languages that will
survive in the world. So we got
the cenire approved by fhe
council,” said M § Ananth, di-
rector, H{T-M.,

The minisiry of human re-
source development had said
that each {I'T may sef up a cen-
tre of studieson aforeign coun-
iry to develop expertise on coun-
iries of sirategic imporiance.
The idea is borrowed from the
Wesi, where Asia’s upward
surge recenily saw several
American and British univer-
sities sfarting observatories
that waiched India and China.

The cenire at 1i'T-M will
have Sonika Gupia, an assis-
tant professor in the instituie’s

depariment of humanitiesand
social sciences, as the coordi-
nator; and C V Ranganathan,
former ambassador io China,
as the chairman of the advi-
sory hoard.

in the next semesier it will
siart operations by teaching
Chinese as an elective ic all MA
and BTech studenis inieresied
in learning ihe language. The
centire currently has one facul-
iy The instifuie hopes o recruit

three faculiy by this summer,
and has already advertised for
applications from academics.
Ranganathan hoped that the
centire would reinvigoraie the
zeal, enthusiasm and spirif of
enqiiry {o discover each oth-
er’s civilisaiions.

“'There are expeciations that
the coniinuation of the growih
irajectory of India and China
would lead {o the revival of the
global economy. Boih countries
have domestic problems, but
there is also the growth of am-
hitions and entitlemenis and
how each perceives the othern
The public should have realis-
tic ideas and noti exaggerated
views of the ambitions and en-
iiflements of the {wo coun-
iries,” he said.
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SC seized of threat
to IIT professor

NEV/ DEIHi: The Supreme
Court on Friday directed the
Dethi Police to inform it on ac-
tions taken by it on a complaint
filed by an IIT professor alleg-
ing receipt of threat from an
official from the Enforcement
Directorate for writing a com-
plaint to the Prime Minister in
the black money case.

A Bench of Justices S Sud-
ershan Reddy and S S Nijjar
took a serious view of the aile-
gations made by Prof S K
Dubey, one of the petitioners,
against ED officer Prabha Kant
in his complaint to the Police
Commissioner.

“We won'’t keep quiet, We
cannot accept that the petition-
er before us is being threat-
ened,” the court said directing
the police to file a response on
next Friday.

Dubey had shot off the letter
to Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh on March 22 complain-
ing against ED director Arun
Mathur.

Senior counsel Rajeev
Dhawan submitted before the
court*that Prabha Kant called
Dubey and later met him on
April 2 to threaten him of dire
consequences and asked him

to withdraw the allegations
against the official.

The court also asked the
Centre to come out with 1ts re-
sponse on two affidavits filed
by Uttar Pradesh IPS officer
Jasbir Singh, one of the peti-
tioners along with noted jurist
Ram Jethmalani and former
police officer Julio F Riberio in
the black money case, alleging
Mathur and two officials Kant
and S K Sahni having enjoyed
hospitality of private firms,

During the hearing, the
court asked various parties not
to politicise the matter relating
to stashing of black money in
overseas’ banks by some Indi-
ans.
The observation was made
after Jethmalani referred to the
CD and transcript of the inter-
rogations of Pune stud farm
owner Hasan Ali Khan, record-
ed by Ashok Deshbratar, a
Mumbai police officer, who had
since been suspended.

Solicitor General Gopal
Subramaniam, who was asked
by the court about the
charges. submitted that he
had been instructed to deny
the charges.

DH News Service
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T'S NOT ROCKET SCIENCE

Saira Kurup [ TN

gela Saini was initially disappointed

when she visited IIT-Delhi. “It wasn’t
quite the hothouse of innovation that I was
expectimg,” she writes in her new book “Geek
Nation: How Indian Science is Taking Over
the World”. She adds, “Burnt out before they
even arrive, hardly any IIT student stays on
to do further research or study on.”

For a country that has more students grad-
uating in maths and science than the US, Eu-
rope or Japan, Saini says the average IIT stu-
dent “seems to have developed a culture of
getting the grades and
getting out”. During her
six-month stay in India to
research the book, Saini
- who reports for the BBC
World Service and a

B ritish author and science journalist An-

clutch of magazines in-

cluding “New Scientist”, ?"WF‘?{:?' .
“Science”, “Wired” and gt -
“The Economist” -meta |{IATLI0N angela sain
prodigy who won medals [ 45 3

in three Olympiads and &
topped the IIT-JEE. She Geek Nation: How
expected tofind a curious  Indian science is
geek. Instead, she found  taking over the
an overworked kid who world
memorized things a lot By Angela Sainl
faster than most. “I am  Hachette India
sure he loves science in RS 499, 262 pages
his own way but he was- —
n't given the scope to explore it,” she says.
It's a good point and scientist Professor
Yash Pal agrees wholeheartedly. “We have
been killing the curiosity of children,” he
says. “Their questions are not considered
‘cool’ - that’s the tragedy. We try to make our
school strict. We don’t allow children to me-
ander through ideas.”
Are most Indian science
students like the
“prodigy” Saini met
» — completely lack-
% ing in scientific cu-
riosity? Saini says
it’s true of “alotof
students because
of the attraction
of engineering
and the promise of
rich rewards if

gkl

et

'{

SOLVE THIS
NGSAW: DrCV

Raman holds an
g atomic modelofa They should be allowed to go beyond
diamond in 1970

TAKING AIM: 1t might look like a drain pipe but is one of India's earliest rocket launchers, The chief
minister of Maharashtra, V P Naik, handles the weapon at an exhibition in Mumbai in 1965

you work in the IT industry... Engineers are
sexy in this country. Everyone wants to be
one or marry one!” Even so, she says, glob-
alization, travel and exposure are bringing
about cultural change. “If you speak to a
child today, he would be far more free-think-
ing than a typical kid 20 years back who was
told by his teacher ‘you just learn what I told
you to learn’. Children today are far more
encouraged to ask guestions.”

Saini says she wrote the book because “in
all the trips I made (to India), it didn't seem
the country was doing the most original ex-
citing work in the
world until a few
years ago.” Despite

our education
P system which
emphasizes
memorizing
and examina-
tions, India allows
one to be creative.
“In Britain, Europe or
the US, you are more strait-
jacketed, there’s a framework
for research and certain types
of research get promoted over
others.” But, India allows both pseu-
do-science and nutty freethinkers to co-
exist, says Saini.

But Pal says that Indian science needs
more freedom. “People are being allowed
to be merely competent, not very clever.

cg{npetence.” He believes that the eco-

nomic liberalization process, begun 20 years
ago, actually made things worse because “it
has allowed in a lot of information. Many
people think they understand science better,
but actually 1t’s worse.”

Professor Pal says Indians have tended to
copy more than innovate - “we don’t make
our own tools” - but Saini insists she was
“pleasantly surprised to find real innovation
going on; there are shoots of it all over the
place.” There is a “culture in India that loves
brainy games”. “For some reason, Indians
don’t do phenomenally well in sports but do
very well in academic games. I have tried to
find out why that culture exists.”

Even so, 8aini’s book doesn’t attempt to
look too deep into India’s past. There was a
culture of science and Pandit Nehru, inde-
pendent India’s first prime minister, was
keen to develop it.

Saini says India’s problem was that the
best scientific talent went overseas in the
last 30-40 years. Her book makes only pass-
ing mention of scientists like Homi Bhabha
and M § Swaminathan. But Saini clarifies
that she is “not a historian, but a journalist.
I wanted to give a snapshot on how Indian
science stands today. The book is not com-
prehensive; it’s a set of stories that look at
history along the way.”

Not the full picture of a Geek Nation then?

Buy any book on this page at 20% off
@www.books.indiatimes.com or sms WHB to
58888 or call 09910118888
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Rooting for cassava,
biofuel of the future

he starchy cassava root has

l long been an important in-

gredient in everything from

tapioca pudding and ice cream to
paper and animal feed.

But last year, 98% of cassava
chips exported from Thailand, the
world’s largest cassava exporter,
went to just one place and almost
all for one purpose: to China to
make biofuel. Driven by new de-
mand, Thai exports of cassava
chips have increased nearly four-
fold since 2008, and the price of cas-
sava has roughly doubled.

Each year, an ever larger por-
tion of the world’s crops - cassava
and corn, sugar and palm oil - is
being diverted for biofuels as de-
veloped countries pass laws man-
dating greater use of nonfossil fu-
els and as emerging powerhouses
like China seek new sources of en-
ergy. Cassava is a relatively new en-
trant in the bicfuel stream.

But with food prices rising
sharply in recent months, many
experts are calling on countries to

Fublication:

Now, Yale
varsity hit by
sex scandal

London: Yale University
which has taught five US pres
idents and 18 Nobel laureates,
is now facing a sexual harass-
ment scandal. The US govern-
ment has initiated a probe into
a complaint by 16 students at
the Conmectiout eollege.,

The students have alleged a
string of serious assaults by
groups of men that were not
punished. They have also
claimed that Yale's management
allowrerd the cultivation of a “sex-
nally hostile erwvironment™. A
26-page dossier also reveals
many unpleasant incidents on
carmpus. Last Octoben male st
dents gathered outside the dor-
mitories of new female students
and chanted: *“No means yes!™

In another incident, male
students gathered at entrance
to a women's building at mid-
night. holding a sign stating:
“We Lowve Yale Sluts.” uus

@ John van Hasselt/Corbis

£ 48h

Prices of cassava in Thailand, its largest exporter,

scale back their headlong rush into
green fuel development, arguing
that the combination of ambitious
biofuel targets and mediocre har-
vests of some crucial crops is con-
tributing to high prices, hunger
and political instability

“The fact that cassava is being
used for biofuel in China, rapeseed
is being used in Europe, and sug-
ar cane elsewhere is creating a shift
in demand curves,” said Timothy
Searchinger, aresearch scholar at
Princeton University. “Biofuels are

conhtributing to higher prices and
tighter markets.”

In the US, Congress has man-
dated that biofuel use must reach
36 billion gallons annually by 2022.
The European Union stipulates
that 10% of transportation fuel
must come from renewable sources
like biofuel or wind power by 2020.
Countries like China, India, In-
donesia and Thailand have adopt-
ed biofuel targets as well.

Olivier Dubois, a bioenergy ex-
pert at the Food and Agriculture
Organization, said it was hard to
quantify the extent to which the di-
versions for biofuels had driven up
food prices. “What is certain isthat
biofuels are playing a role.” Dubois
and other food experts suggest that
countries should revise their poli-
cies so that rigid fuel mandates
can be suspended when food stocks
get low or prices become too high.
“The policy really has to be food
first,” said Hans Timmer, direc-
tor of the Development Prospects
Group of the World Bank. nvr
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Over 4.85 lakh sit
for IIT-JEE today

Kanpur: Over 4.85 lakh
aspirants will "appear for
I[IT-JEE, to be held at 1,051
centres in 131 cities across

the country on Sunday,

llA

total of 4,85,262 candidates
will fight 1t out for roughly
10,000 seats 1n 16 IITs and
the Indian School of Mines,
Dhanbad,” IIT-K director

S.G. Dhande said.

—PTI

Fublication: The Times Of India Delhi. Date: Apr 10, 2011 3ection: Times Mation;Fage: 13;

New MCI rule bars 6k docs from teaching

Recommendation Makes 1-Year Additional Experience Must For DNB Degree-Holders

Mahendra Kumar Singh | 7in

New Delhi: A Union health
ministry notification has de-
prived India of the services of
around 6,000 doctors as teach-
ing faculty in medical colleges
— hamstrung as it is by an
acnte shortage of doctors and
teaching professionals.

The ministry-approved
Medical Council of India’s
(MCI) recommendation bars
Diplomate of the National
Board (DNB) degree-holders
from teaching if they do not
have the one-year additional
teaching experience to make
them on a par with MDVMS
candidates,

The directive bars around
S0 DMNE degree-holders who
have taught for several years

National Board of Examination
has dubbed the move
‘discriminatory’. It pointed out
that the directiveis in direct
conflict with various judgments
of HCs and the Supreme Court

as faculty members, Italsodis
qualifies another 2,000-odd
doctors who are pursuing sen-
ior residency from teaching,
said an official.

According to the new rule,
DME degree-holders who have
passed out from private or
non-MCI recognized medical
colleges are required to un-
dergo an additional year of
senjor residency inateaching
medical institution.

Maticnal Board of Exami-
nation (NBE) has Llubhetl the
move “discriminatory”. Point-
ingout that the directive isin
L|.'ll ect conflict with various
judgments of high courts and
the Supreme Court, the Board
claimed that amendments are
irrational and a breach of
statutory powers.

Surprisingly, the ministry
revoked its own notifications
of July, 2006; and February,

2008, that had done away with
the need for an additional
year's teaching experisnce on
‘unilateral’ recommendation
af MCI without consultation
with stakeholders lilke NEE.

These notifications, which
had suggested that the teach-
ing experience gained during
DMB courses should be treat-
el as experience for teaching
in medical institutions, were
based on reports of expert
committees and in adherence
with statutory process as pre-
seribed by the Tndian Medical
Council Act.,

Many within the ministry
and NBE were taken aback by
the move seen as a Uturn.

“There is neither a cause nor
any justification at this stage
to backtrack on the 2008 noti-

fication and approve these
amendments,” Dr K Srinath
Reddy, president, NEBE, wrote
in a letter tothe Union health
secretary “The amended qual-
ification reveals that unifor-
mity of the prestigious DNB

qualifications has been
breached unilaterally” the let-
ter stated.

The ministry, in turn, has
asled MCI to address NEE's
demand of a rollback of the
‘diseriminatory’ notification.

An official said MCI is
dragging its feet because the
Council has been asked to re-
considerits recormmendation.

“Indian Medical Couneil Act
does not empower ]".IC'Itcucou-
sider or adjudicate the issue,”
he added. MCI can't regulate
post-graduate courses,



Amar Ujala ND 10/04/2011

p-7

S it

dAgqaayde

uﬂ&n MA
39 IR Jiel & fole 4.85

UECIREEIED

¥ Rl W R ¥ w@ g
it deuml # & %
fow 27 Tt oemd +t
g qien TER (F9) @
Bl RIS ) AW W
&SR G % T e 4.85
o B Frema e 3|
oY 28 RS wefnat alym
¥ & ¢ wefE WY T e
e 24 wiad 9 3@ oWy
Titemeff SR B orEwie Wt -
www.jee.iitd.ac.in
TR W o 3 T S
AW 0 e & wRa &
3G I T W W A T
i ¥ weer i fased
S FEAR B &G W/
iy =1 fioee 25 wE ) Sftm
o s 4o ¥ et we
w T wEen ] fean e

e gt Y wlten H 3
o FA 4,85,917 I0iEER
ysiga g €1 fred @
3,71,975 o= 3t 1,13,942
BN witer ¥ $EER s
F T HHIY IBizER dEr

R Qal. T1eT |

AR e g, R

q‘x"t&ﬂ'dﬁﬂumq;\ﬁ

T R dreifeE
WM & PRy e
mﬁﬁau@mm%
%mem%r
mwﬁﬁm%ﬁﬂi
qﬁﬁ"rg%h_m J."'

r"_.,
A M _e-(a'-_..‘-.\uu.»_-r W Mﬁg:

) TR S &t wlew 2
froet ad =t uifr & o= #
-8 4 & = Il '«
FA o et vl A s Q
NI THITI WA ]
g o 4 rafea &rin

™ Wy ¥ oW W ¥
R W ydenfidl = 2w =t
E . ISt T, feeol,

ek

THMYR, G, WE, TERd,

IR, THTR, 5, TS,
g, I, T, EIER §
=N ¥ gfEen i
T STEEA, SiwEy AR,
mwmm
yrarg ® st ofaen fae
W



Navbharat Times,ND 10-Apr-11
P-7

T & e el J|are
emrramwﬁ 10 aqﬁaa?rﬁﬁaﬁ HEARA - T 2
oy € S T SR ¥, A T A Fm
£ Bkl M I OF A g
S5 F— | l

Ff femn =1 w1 ¥ $edm A wie ™ wwed ¥
ﬁﬁf{%@g;ﬁ;ﬁa?amﬁ i s & il &g
i R W UNW % @ & e
ﬁaﬂmmwﬁqu




